President’s Report
Hello Everyone.
It’s the fifth month of the year and moving quickly through the year. In 2
weeks time, all things being equal, there will be anther big lift in lockdown
rules meaning the closer we can get to the return of our Saturday coffee
and get-together mornings.
As it stands, however, rehearsals have re-commenced for “Recipe for
Murder” (3rd time lucky!!!) and performances will be on June 3rd, 4th and
5th at 7.30p.m. Bookings will open this coming Thursday 6th May either
thru the website :www.caods.org.uk or phone 295229. Rehearsals are going
really well. Let’s support live theatre. Covid protections are still in place
and will remain in place for these performances.
Actually at this point in my report, and I hate to have to write like this, but I
am beginning to believe that either we don’t have members or nobody
reads the Stage Whisper. For the last two editions of Stage Whisper I have
asked for your suggestions as to what you would like to see/not see/happen
etc. in your theatre. Not one single person has contacted me. Please,
please rack your brain and let me know your thoughts.
Hopefully, the lure of a possible pantomime will excite some of you and so I
hope you will support John Abraham later in the year. More from John later
in this Stage Whisper.
Helpers are required for bar work and front of house helpers for the
performance on June 3/4 and 5. If you can help can you please contact me
or Emma Jones on 07792 417567. Thank you.
See you soon at the show. Take care.
Dinah Bowman
291459 or 07876 021194

Panto 2021
The streets of London are paved with…
cobblestones!!
So we are getting closer to some sort of
normality (at last I hear you say!), so here
is a run down of the Cast list and what I
am looking for.
Fairy Bowbells

King Rat

Dick Whittington

Alice Fitzwarren

The Good Fairy, helps Dick (assisted by his
cat) to overcome King Rat.
Not necessarily in the first flush of youth!
She has some good scenes with her arch rival
King Rat. She ensures there is a happy
ending.
The traditional Panto Baddie, he and his rats
have overrun London Town and are causing
chaos. Lots of interaction with the audience.
Of course he gets beaten by Dick Whittington
in the end
Panto Principle Boy - traditionally played by a
female. Hero of the piece, comes to London
to seek his fortune believing the street are
paved with gold! Triumphs over King Rat and
wins the hand of Alice Fitzwarren. Needs lots
of energy and pizzazz.
Daughter of Alderman Fitzwarren. Dick’s love
interest. Sweet, but not drippy! Quite happy
to stand up for herself and what she believes
in.

Panto 2021
Tommy the Cat

Sent by Fairy Bowbells to help Dick
overcome King Rat. Great part if you find it
hard to learn lines - there aren’t any! This
means you have to mime everything. Great
part for a dancer, if you want to audition for
it, think “cat”…..how does a cat move, their
mannerisms etc
Sarah The Cook
Pantomime Dame - traditionally played by a
man, but I have seen some very good panto
dames played by women. Sarah is Idle Jack’s
mother and has the “hots” for Alderman
Fitzwarren (and later Admiral Fitzwwarren).
Lots of interaction with the audience and
slapstick humour.
Idle Jack
Well, his name says it all really - son of
Sarah the Cook, lazy, good for nothing, but a
good comedy part, particularly in the
slapstick scene with Sarah.
Alderman/Admiral Alderman of London Town, owner of
Fitzwarren
Fitzwarren’s Stores, however he is going out
of business due to the rat infestation, he
takes Dick on to assist in the shop. Hopes to
travel to Africa to seek his fortune.
Constantly being chased by Sarah the Cook.
This part “doubles” as Admiral Fitzwarren
(his brother) who is Captain of the FB6 on
which the Alderman intends to sail - also
gets chased by Sarah the Cook - lots of fun
with quick changes here!

Panto 2021
Emperor
Empress
Morocco

or When FB6 is shipwrecked, Dick, Alice, Sarah
of and Admiral Fitzwarren land on the shores
of Morocco (along with King Rat and his
Rats) initially they are treated as prisoners
until Jack puts on a “magic” display - the
Emperor/ess is impressed and when Dick
defeats King Rat he/she lets them
go…..could be any age, quite tough and
stern, but with a soft side.
Chorus
There will be a small chorus, probably only
about 6 people initially as we have to keep
numbers down, however if restrictions
allow and things are looking good in
September/October I may be able to open
the cast up to more for the ensemble
numbers
All cast must be able to sing and move (not necessarily “dance”)
Please note, I have not put any age ranges, I want to see who we
get come forward and who “works” with who, obviously we have to
be sensible about it, but I do not want to put anyone off from
auditioning.
Coming up next month, a full synopsis, just in case anyone doesn’t
know the story!
John Abraham

Poets Corner
This is my version of the famous song "My Generation", by The
Who. – Steve Taverner
Degeneration
People try to put us down, talking ’bout degeneration,
Just we can’t get around, talking ‘bout degeneration,
Ran so far in our heyday, talking ’bout degeneration,
Now cartilage is all worn away. talking ’bout degeneration,
Degeneration, degeneration!
Seems like you all … fade away, talking ’bout degeneration,
‘cos I can’t hear most things you say, talking ’bout degeneration,
My body’s losing all sensation, talking ’bout degeneration,
Victim of degeneration.
P p palpitations in my heart, talking ’bout degeneration,
Body’s all stiff except one part, talking ’bout degeneration,
Love life was once was very full, talking ’bout degeneration,
Now muscles are all that I can pull.
Degeneration, degeneration.
Half my teeth are made of gold, talking ’bout degeneration,
Too late to die before I get old, talking ’bout degeneration,
Used to be part of the scene, talking ’bout degeneration,
Now all I crave is glucosamine.
Can’t remember what I’ve just said,
Can’t remember what I’ve just said, Can’t remember what I’ve just
said, Can’t remember what I’ve just said, Can’t remember what I’ve
just said,

